This paper aims to identify and analyze cultural diplomacy as an innovative tool in this new age by promoting the image of China in Asia through the Belt and Road Initiative, by means of the various characteristics of culture as a soft power tool. This paper proposes that through the use of cultural diplomacy as aspects of culture as a soft power tool, it increases cultural awareness about China's cultural traditions that will in turn, further promote China's image in Asia and a harmonious society.
Introduction
In a multi-polar international system that is becoming more and more globa- has transcended into a new era of cultural diplomacy. By means of the use of soft power in promoting its image and furthering its relations through the establishment of its strategic drive, it seems China is destined to connect the globe through this momentous initiative, more so than ever as a resourceful means in achieving its national and international interest.
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operation and connectivity, which will reshape and integrate the regional geo-political and economic landscape of the Asian region.
In effect, it is possible to say that China has been successful in using specific soft power techniques to build its image, as a trustworthy regional power with the ability to offer developmental growth in the Asian region now and optimistically will continue to do so in the future. From this conception, almost all countries in the world generally pursue peace in the international arena and the BRI is seen as an important initiative in the enhancement of peace to acquire developmental opportunities for all the countries party to this policy. Thus, in general, it is perceived that peace promotes and bridge a platform for communication, enhances cooperation, which in essence results in a happy and friendly society and over a period in turn promotes economic prosperity that a country and its citizen can enjoy. Scholar (Hu, 2015) [3] for instance, states that the BRI possesses rich Chinese cultural connotations and activates the essence of a harmonious Chinese culture in the new historical circumstance. Additionally, it is further elaborated that the bright future of the "One Belt and One Road" Initiative strategy is closely related to its historical origin and cultural charm (Hu, 2017) [3] .
Historically, China's Old Silk Road was an established viable peaceful trade hub route in which goods were sold and bought along the customary path from China and beyond. This past practice resulted in shared harmonious heritage in the exchange of commodities. Moreover, it also resulted in the exchange of various aspects of culture, such as languages, ideologies, and a rich history of religious and harmonious cultural exchanges. Which fundamentally today, with the revival of the Old Silk route by Chinese President Xi Jinping in 2013, marks a significant milestone which rhetorically gives importance to the shared historical cultural heritage of the past and the new emerging China, through the newly "One Belt and One Road" Initiative. In effect, China is building directly on this legacy through mutual cooperation, respect and trust in Asia with the BRI, with the means of implementing projects to transform the infrastructural growth, increase global competitiveness and refocusing the countries party to this policy, as well as through the development of China's soft power. The other is that, China's the BRI has induced varied emotions of enthrallment, attraction, wonderment and trepidation on China's grand strategic vision of the BRI and its capability to "Charm" through its use of its soft power tools.
The discourse over the years, understandably has varied and has now focused largely not only on the economics of the BRI, but now also on its soft power strategy such as culture that has now become an avenue, a gateway for China with the capability to influence. More so than ever, China undeterred with the BRI does indeed have the strength and potential to influence and transform Asia with its soft power strategy peacefully, which eventually will boost its image regionally and globally.
In recent years, an increase number of scholars have pointed to China's past Paying tremendous importance to the use of soft power strategy by China, in 2014 President Xi Jinping stated that, we should increase China's soft power,
give a good narrative and better communicate China's message to the world (Albert, 2017) [4] . Likewise, former Chinese President Hu Jintao echoed similar sentiments by stating, "the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will definitely be accomplished by the thriving of Chinese culture" (Albert, 2017) [4] . In fact, this more or less showcased the importance China places on culture and its use in promoting its image in the world through the use of soft power techniques.
Principally, Winter (2016) [5] argues that based on the following historical narrative premise of connectivity, it is stated that both culture and economic reduces suspicion and promotes common prosperity. For this reason, it should be clearly understood that culture does indeed shapes the economic corridors of China, and evidently it is obvious through the newly revived Belt and Road Initiative, which in essence allows for economic growth, that will provide and lead towards the enhancement of regional connectivity and in particular that of cultural connectivity through shared heritage in order to gain mutual trust, further loyalty and influence China's image among countries in Asia.
Given the importance soft power plays, what essentially is soft power? In accordance with scholar Nye Jr. (2009) [6] the notion of "soft power is an ability to co-opt people to achieve political ends through attraction rather than coercion or payment". Thus, it is further stated that soft power relies on the ability to shape the agenda in world politics based on ones principles and ideas (Nye Jr., 2009) [6] . Additionally, it is further elaborated that the concept of soft power is to exert power in such a way that others will do your bidding without being coerced. On the other hand, making a clear distinction between hard power and soft power, it is posited that, "hard power" is the ability to get others to act in ways that are opposed to their initial preferences and strategies (Nye Jr., 2009) [6] . Essentially then, this is the ability to force, through the use of threats and Essentially, Nye theorizes that soft power is a matter of "seduction" and behaviors such as arrogance, which might be counterproductive involving repulsion rather than attraction (Nye Jr., 2009) [6] . Additionally, soft power can be conceived as being "passive" or in the eye of the beholder; and it is also identified as emerging from how outsiders perceive a country's values and systems from rather than being promoted from the inside (Breslin, 2011) [7] .
According to scholar (Arndt, 2005) [8] , the use of cultural diplomacy can be traced back as early as the Bronze Age, and it is argued, "cultural diplomacy has been a norm for human's intent upon civilization". In effect, simply put, it has always been customary for human beings to use cultural diplomacy to influence and shape society. It means that culture is a tool that shapes, influences and holistically gives meaning to our lives. Therefore, culture at its best plays a significant role in every country's society in having the power and reputation to influence, enable and allow for better and clear understanding of its norms and values.
Melissen (2005) [9] defines cultural diplomacy as the exchange of ideas, information, art, and other aspects of culture among nations and their people to foster mutual understanding. Furthermore, in relation to the connotation of Culture to China, Zhang (2015) [10] explains the meaning of culture to China, by stating, "in modern China there is a lack of culture. Elaborating, he posits that culture needs to be inherited and passed on (Zhang, 2015) [10] . However, in respect to China he expounded that it has constantly learned from other countries for more than a century, but it has sometimes forgotten and ignored the most excellent cultural essence hidden in Chinese culture. Furthermore, he states China knows westerners even than they know us, thus, we need to get our best culture out to reach them and we should talk about the BRI in terms of contribution and dedication" (Zhang, 2015) [10] . With this sentiment, evidently China has made developmental strides in cultural diplomacy through the use of its soft power strategies such as through its traditional and cultural appeal, investing in the opening of numerous Confucius centers, language training centers, museums, expos, etc., in Asia in promoting its image by spreading its culture to gain appreciation and support, as well as through the mission of Sinology research to share with the world about China. The result is that, the long term goal, in due course will advance awareness, mutual respect and understanding that will contribute to the establishment of a cultural structure that will make Asia more harmonious through the BRI by linking the Asian countries party to this policy.
Promoting China's Image in Asia
Over the years, as part of China's foreign policy, and the BRI's core "cooperation Therefore, to better understand the geographical make up of the Asian region and the countries in Asia party to China's the BRI a pictorial illustration of the geographical makeup of the Asian region is provided. Table 1 shows the geographical composition of Asia, which is divided into East Asia, South East Asia, South Asia and Central Asia, comprising approximately fifty independent countries and regions. Table 2 depicts the major Asian countries along the BRI route.
Each Asian country depicted in Table 2 China's traditional sphere of influence in Asia with the BRI does not come without negative challenges, especially with some of its Asian neighbors based on historical animosity and territorial issues, which in fact complicates their relationship. Nevertheless, China has still been able to extend this initiative full-fledged to its Asian neighbors, becoming a significant and acceptable policy for most in the region in its drive to attain economic and developmental growth.
Thus, in reality whether this policy is foreseen positively or negatively in Asia, China is still set on achieving its plans for the BRI regionally and globally; intended on bringing people from different cultural background together, provide Subsequently, at the "Peripheral Diplomacy Work Conference in 2013, President Xi Jingping, (Xi, 2013) [13] stated that China's neighbors had extremely significant strategic value and further stated that he wanted to improve relations between China and its neighbors, strengthening economic ties and deepening security cooperation (Cai, 2017) [14] . As a consequence, President Xi highlighted the need to strengthen publicity, enhance cultural educational and scientific exchanges, which will allow China to establish a long-term friendly relationship with its neighbors (Xi, 2013) [13] . As a result, based on President Xi's speech, it is obvious that China sees cultural diplomacy as a tool that will allow it Over the years, China's economy and its soft power strategy, particularly to that of Asia have grown "in leaps and bounds". Notable, to this end, the changing image of China regionally, not only as a major lender and investor, but as well its willingness to also listen to other nations, thus leading to improving, establishing and boosting its extensive economic ties and cultural diplomacy through the use of its soft power tools in improving and developing its communication, furthermore creating cross cultural exchanges, and further increasing and promoting its image in Asia.
Moreover, over the period China has worked hard to establish an image as a dependable regional leader with the required economic efficiency; through the use of its soft power policy in implementing the BRI in Asia, which with clear clarity the expectation or probability exist that this will no doubt lead to the ex- and that of no encroachment on state's sovereignty, are also added dimensions to China's cultural diplomacy as a strategy of its soft power tools.
Respectively, Clayton Dube affirms that China's principles of peaceful co-existence will assist China to improve its relations with neighboring countries and accumulate its soft power in the Asian region in the long run, (Experts says B&R Initiative can boost China's soft power, 2017) [18] . Similarly, China he states has been committed to developing its soft power, by opening hundreds of 
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Conclusions
Since the revival of the Old Silk Road and the construction of the BRI, its significance has gradually increased in magnitude as a component of China's strategic policy, symbolizing the "vision of connectivity", with its huge investment, infrastructural development, etc., aligning the countries along the BRI route and allowing for cross cultural exchanges and sharing of knowledge between people in the Asian region.
Analytically, the significant impact of China's the BRI has resulted in different forms of cultural heritage awareness rising in the Asian region and with its increase use of cultural diplomacy through the use of soft power tools, this ultimately will improve and change the lives of many people in the Asian region.
When we think closely, the world is becoming much more multipolar and is more connected, through the dissemination of information being diffused on a China's foreign policy. The building of friendship, understanding peoples enhances China's security, and its principle of peaceful co-existence. Soft Power supports and deepens diplomatic ties, the sharing of knowledge and expertise, and the cooperation on shared common areas of interest. In all, China's BRI in Asia and its soft power strategy will stimulate the economic prosperity in Asia, which will largely assist in bringing about the economic, social, infrastructural development of fragile countries in the Asian region.
Finally, China's soft power strategy offers a systematic and important way for it to respond to many challenges it faces relating to the security of its Asian neighbors, providing investment projects and programs, opportunity for employment, education, improving technical skills, the opportunity of learning new ideologies, Mandarin language, educational exchange programs, research cooperation, expertise skills, etc., which will strengthen its economic link and likewise its cultural link in Asia and the support of the Asian countries aspirations, leading to cultural interest and essentially developing a harmonious society.
